MONDAY / MARCH 26, 2007

ELTON JOHN TURNS 60 WITH LAVISH GARDEN PARTY lit was ELTON JOHN's 60th birthday
yesterday, but his fans got the gift - a near1y three-and-a-half hour career-spanning concert at New York's
Madison Square Garden packed with hits, well-loved album cuts and rarities.
Former president BILL CLINTON received a standing ovation from the packed house when he came
onstage to introduce Elton. He told the crowd Elton was, quote, "joining my favorite Club, the 60 yearolds," and he praised the work Elton is doing with his AIDS foundation.
Elton opened the show with "Sixty Years On," his reflection on aging from his self-titled 1970 album. He
wore a black suit, an ivory satin shirt, a large jeweled cross, and a long jacket featuring and embroidery
on the back announcing his birthday milestone. His band was augmented by a cellist and a choir, the
BROOKLYN YOUTH CHORUS.
The show turned poignant when Elton prefaced "Empty Garden," his tribute to JOHN LENNON, by
recalling November 28, 1974, the night, quote, "a petrified John Lennon" joined him onstage. Elton told
the audience he'd only play "Empty Garden" at Madison Square Garden because, quote, "it's too
upsetting to sing it anyplace else." During the song, video screens showed the Imagine mosaic in
Strawberry Fields in Central Park strewn with red roses.
Shortly after that, the mood changed when WHOOPI GOLDBERG and ROBIN WILLIAMS came onstage.
Williams quipped that Elton, quote, "used to make L1BERACE look Amish." He riffed on the awards
Elton's won, noting that he's won Grammys, an Oscar, and a Tony - "the trifecta," he called it. Whoopi
brought out Elton's longtime collaborator BERNIE TAUPIN, whose rare appearance drew thunderous
applause. Taupin called on the audience to sing "Happy Birthday" to Elton, and the fans were happy to
oblige.
The concert marked not only Elton's 60th birthday, but his record-setting 60th show at the Garden. A
huge blue banner that read "Elton John 60" was raised in honor of the event, and white confetti blanketed
the stage, Elton and his piano, prompting him to comment, quote, "It's like a Head and Shoulders
commerciaL"
The last four songs of the set - "I'm Still Standing," "The Bitch Is Back," "Crocodile Rock" and "Saturday
Night's Alright For Fighting" • had the crowd on their feet, dancing, singing and clapping along. Elton went
offstage briefly, returning to launched into "Funeral For A Friend/Love Lies Bleeding." He thanked the
audience for making his birthday special, and closed the concert with "Your Song."
The concert was filmed and will air on MyNetworkTV April 5th.
Here's the setlist:
"Sixty Years On"
"Madman Across The Water"
"Where To Now St. Peter?"
"Hercules"
"Ballad Of A Well-Known Gun"
"Take Me To The Pilot"
"High Flying Bird"
"Holiday Inn"

"Burn Down The Mission"
"Better Off Dead"
"Levan"
"Empty Garden"
"Daniel"
"Hanky Cat"
"Rocket Man"
"I Guess That's Why They Call It The Blues"
''The Bridge"
"Roy Rogers"
"Mona Uses And Mad Hatters"
"Sorry Seems To Be The Hardest Word"
"Bennie And The Jets"
"All The Young Girls Love Alice"
"Tiny Dancer"
"Something About The Way You Look Tonight"
"Philadelphia Freedom"
"Sad Songs Say So Much"
"Don't Let The Sun Go Down On Me"
"I'm Still Standing"
"The Bitch Is Back"
"Crocodile Rock"
"Saturday Night's Alright For Fighting"

Encores
"Funeral For A Friend/Love Lies Bleeding"
"Your Song"

(SEE AUDIO BELOW)

